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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 
REFLECTIONS ON THE HAPPINESS OF 
HEAVEN, 

Heaven is considered by all the various de- 
nominations of christians, as a place of com- 





plete and perfect happiness, where nothing ev- | 


er enters to hurt or annoy the inhabitants of it. 
But how can it be a place of complete happi- 
néss, if the doctrines which are taught be true, 
viz, that a part, and even the greatest part, of 
mankind will be fixed in a place of endless and 
inconceivable misery and torment: burning 
and roasting in a lake of fire and liquid brim- 
stone ; and this too in the presence of those in 
heaven: husbands and wives; parents and 
children ; brothers and sisters ; the most near 
and dear connections, there to be separated ; 
some to be rolling and tumbling on the waves 
and billows of this boisterous and burning lake 
—while those in heaven will be looking on, and 
beholding the sight unmoved and undisturbed ! 
But there is a sentiment more horrid and bar- 
barous still, which is held by some ; that the 
happiness of those in heaven will be enhanced 
be beholding their nearest friends and others of 
their fellow creatures in torment, 'suffering the 
flames of eternal fire! Mr. Edwards says, that 
the sight of hell-torments will exalt the happi- 
ness of the saints forever! J. Spalding says, 
that the redeemed in heaven, will look down 
and see their own nearest kindred in hell, un 

der all the bitter agonies of death, and stand 
unmoved at the sight; they maintain perfect 
calmness and undisturbed joy: they hear the 
judge pronounce the awful sentence; they see 
all the wicked sink down to hell ; and hell mov- 
ing with devouring flames to meet them ; a 
sight infinitely more dreadful than the sinking 
of worlds. And I have read of one author, 
that went so far as to assert that if the fire of 
hell should ever go out, the light of heaven 
would no longer shine ; and that areey degree 
of misery, the damned in hell should endure, 
the happiness of the righteous in heaven, will 
be encreased millions of millions of degrees! 
and that the continuance of torment while God 
exists, is necessary to the government of the u- 
niverse, and may be needful to preserve the 
saints in heaven from falling!! But I shud- 
der, and the blood chills in my veins, the iak 
in my pen.almost coagulates, while I write the 
doleful tale! Thought cannot conceive—lan- 
guage cannot utter--the baseness and vileness 
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of this sentiment! It is contrary to all we 
know of God; it is opposed to that pure and 
and undefiled religion, which Christ taught his 
disciples to live in the practice of; it is con- 
trary to the dictates of humanity, and to that 
immortal passion of love and sympathy, which 
the God of nature has implanted in the breast 
ofevery rational being, and to that light which - 
lighteth every man which cometh into the 
world, which is the light of love ; and this im- 
mortal principle of love and sympathy, we may 
see operating at timesin every man. Though 
in us it is but a drop, yet in God it is an inex- 
haustible fountain, and we receive it from him ; 
for the apostle John gives this exhortation :— 
“ Love one another, for love is of God ;’’......... 
therefore, since it is of God, it will never end, 
but will endure, as long as God exists. And 


thus the Apostle Paul reasons on this subject ; 
“ Now abideth faith, hope, charity, (which is 
love,) but the greatest of these is charity ;”— 
faith and hope will fail, but “ charity never fail- 


eth.” Therefore it must be,as I have said, an 
immortal principle, and they that Jove here will 
love eternally, And since some men will be 
in the possession of this godlike passion of love 
thro’ the endless ages of eternity, it is impossi- 
ble for them to be happy in heaven, while they 
behold any of their friends, or any of the hu- 
man family suffering in torment, through the 
wasteless ages of eternity.. What should we 
say of a man in this world, should we see him 
stand and behold his friend or any of the hu- 
man family, suffering ia torment; and not mati- 
ifest any tokens of love and sympathy towerds 
his suflering brother ; but instead of seeking 
to relieve him, should rejoice at the poor man’s 
calamity? Such conduct would be condemn- 
ed by every good and virtuous man, Or what 
should we say of a mother, who should rejoice 
and be glad while her child was suffering the 
most excruciating pain and distress? We should 
say at once, that such a mother was a monster! 
3ut if this doctrine be true, no doubt there will 
be such monsters in heaven! The scriptures 
abound with commands, to pity, commiserate, 
and seek to relieve those in distress; ta weep 
with them that weep ; to mourn with them that 
mourn; but never rejoice at the sufferings of 
others: for he who is glad at calamity, shall 
surely be punished. Goodness, mercy, and 
love, are a sure token of a virtuous mind; and 
the more virtuous a man is the more kind and 
tender will he feel towards those that suffer ; 
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for true virtue never did, nor never will extin- 
guish tender feelings, neither in this world, nor 
in the_world to come; therefore, if there be 
virtue in heaven, those that are there must, in- 
stead of rejoicing, be sensibly affected, by be- 
hoiding the sufferings of their friends and fel- 
low creatures. Consequently, their happiness 
will not be perfect and complete, Christ who 
was the greatest pattern of goodness and virtue 
that ever existed on this earth, has set us an 
example worthy of imitation. When he went 
to see Mary and Martha, at the death of their 
brother; when he beheld the Jews with the 
sisters of Lazarus, weeping and bewailing his 
death ; what was his conduct on this occasion? 
Did he rejoice over them that suffered pain ? 
Was he lad at beholding their wo? No, ver- 
ily, his pure soul was filled with sorrow and 
grief; and his tender and sympathetic feelings, 
rose, till tears gushed from his weeping eyes. 
* Jesus wept.’ Can we suppose that he who was 
perfect without spot and blameless, should thus 
weep over the sufferings of men in this world, 
and yet teach his followers to rejoice, or coun 
tenance them in rejoicing at the sufferings of 
their fellow men in another world ? The idea 
is inadmissible. It is needless to enumerate 
the many passages that command us to pity 
and relieve, if possible, those that suffer. The 
book of God abounds with such commands, 
and every attentive reader must see it. And 
can we suppose, that those commands to pity 
and love, will all be done away or reversed in 
another world? And when men come into the 
kingdom of love, that they will be transformed 
into a worse than savage temper? ‘The tho’t 
is abhorrent to every conception that we can 
have of the kingdom of heaven. Those com- 
mands to love will never be done away, but 
will endure through the ceaseless ages of eter- 
nity ; and love never leads men to rejoice, at 
the sufferings of others. We have no intima- 
. tion given in the scriptures, that men will re- 
joice in heaven at the sufferings of others.,...... 
But the contrary is set forth, in the parable of 
the rich man and Lazarus, though some will 
not allow it to be a parable, but a reality, and 
that Abraham was in heaven and the rich man 
in hell; but be that as it may, we find in the 
friendly intercourse that was carried on between 
Abraham and the rich man, that when he re- 
quested Abraham to send Lazarus to him,with 
his finger wet with water to cool his tongue in 
the flame in which he was tormented, Abraham 
told him that “ between us and you there is a 
es gulf fixed, so that they which would pass 
rom hencé to you cannot; neither can they 
pass to us, who would come from thence.” So 
it appears that those who were with Abraham, 
instead of rejoicing at this man’s sufferings ra- 
ther pitied and commiserated him; and would 
have gone to his relief, had it not have been 
for this impassable gulf. If it be true, that 
men will rejoice in heaven at the sufferings of 
others, and their happiness enhanced by it, it 








must be a heaven different from the one that 
Peter was looking for. He says, “ we accord- 
ing to his promise, leok for a new heaven, and 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 
If righteousness dwells in heaven, then those 
that are there, will not rejoice, nor have their 
happiness encreased, by beholding the suffer- 
ings of others. Righteousness, is the same in 
heaveu, as on the earth, God is righteous and 
will eternally remain so ; and his commands to 
do righteousness, will be of the same duration ; 
and it is not just and right, to rejoice at the 
sufferings of our fellow croaturos in this warld, 
and I cannot think that it will be considered 
just and right, to rejoice and be glad at their 
sufferings in another world. We read that 
there is joy in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth ; but I do not find that there is, or even 
will be joy in heaven over even one sinner that 
repenteth not! If this hypothesis which I am 
examining, be true, and the happiness of those 
in heaven will be enhanced by beholding the 
sufferings of others, then the more there are in 
torments the greater their happiness will be.— 
If those that believe in this heart-chilling doc- 
trine,consult their own greatest happiness, they 
must pray for the damnation of all men except 
themselves, If there is such a heaven as this, 
I am confident that no good and virtuous man 
will ever desire to be admitted into it. But 
this is a heaven of human invention, and not 
of God’s providing ; for the heaven that God 
has prepared is a place of complete and per- 
fect happiness, where nothing ean be seen to 
mar the joy of the redeemed. For the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together. To see is to enjoy; 
and if all flesh see and enjoy the glory of 
God, there will be no objects of misery to en- 
hance the happiness of those in heaven! In- 
deed, it is impossible for those in heaven to 
have their happiness enhanced by beholding 
the misery of their fellow creatures, while they 
are in the possession of the god-like passion of 
love. And this they will possess through the 
wasteless ages of eternity. For love is an em- 
anation from the nature of God, and will endure 
as long as he exists ; andit will pervade the whole 
empire of God, and every heart will be warm- 
ed with this heaven-born principle. Therefore, 
they cannot rejoice at the sufferings of others ; 
for it is contrary to the nature of love, and the 
express word of God, to rejoice at calamity! If 
the scriptures are true,the time will come, when 
all tears will be wiped from all faces,& there will 
be no more crying, pain, sickness, sorrows, nor: 
death. If this be true, where will the objects 
of misery be found, to enhance the happiness 
of those in heaven? It may truly be said of 
those whoimbibe this sentiment, as Christ said 
to his disciples at a certain time : “they know 
not what manner of spirit they are of.” God, 


| in the scriptures disapproves, of our gem 


at the sufferings of others in this world; an 
it is not reasonable to suppose, that what he 
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has disapproved of in this world, will be ap- be the high privilege of virtuous old age in ev- 


proved of in another. The idea, that men will 
rejoice in another world, at the torment of oth- 


ers, and thereby their happiness will be en- | 


creased, never came from the .God of love, but 
arose from some other source! It ought there- 
fore to be discarded and sent into eternal obli- 
vion and forgetfulness; and consigned over to 
the shades of darkness, from whence it came ! 
DAVID FIELD. 


PRACTICAL. 


COMFORTS OF AGE. 
{From the Herald of Salvation.] 

No time of life, Seems so particularly to need 
comfort as old age. Its enjoyment of the things 
ofsight and sense, are fast passing away ; and 
a vast untried existence is about to be entered 
upon, 

There are two, and but two sources of real, 
and substantial comfort teft to this period— 
and these are derived from the retrospect of 
the past, and the contemplation of the future. 
Even the comforts derived from these, are ex- 
tremely different in their nature, as well as pro- 
ceeding from sources widely differing from each 
other, The one springs from human actions 
and designs—the other from the knowledge of 
the divine purpose and grace. 

The comfori derived trom the retrospect of 
life, embraces the consideration of a great va- 
riety of particulars. A certain.mode of think- 
ing on any given occasion, will be recollected 
with the greatest pleasure. Perhaps it was an 
instance of self-collection or presence of mind 
in'some peculiar emergency. It may have 
been an instance of right and wrong, and on 
the determination of which a good share of 
personal reputation was suspended, and where 
nearly every thing depended upon a right 
choice. How sweet will be the reccollection 
in- such a case—that the mind had been so 
pruned, and directed, and cultivated; and im- 
pressed with maxims of truth and ¥irtue, that 
aright cheice was made, And it may be that 
general evenness of temper and feeling, which 
aided a well instructed mind, in determining 
wisely, and prudently, and virtuously, in all the 
windings of events, and through all the cross 
purposes of a life of activity and enterprize.— 
There can be no doubt, that every action de- 
pends on some peculiar ‘temper and state of 
mind, But while it is highly pleasurable to 
reflect on the mental exercises which have in- 








‘spired a virtuous course, it is more immediate- 


ly comporting to reflect on those actions, which 
while they have shed a glory over the silver 
locks of age—have also spread among men, 
the blessings of benevolence and peace. 
This was that species of comfortable retros- 
ction, so feelingly described by Paul—“I 
ave fought a good fight—I have finished my 
coyrse-—i have kept the faith;” and this will 
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ery region, and in every period of time. 

But while the retrospection of a life well 
spent, imparts a peace which no changes, of 
circumstance can effect, or render nugatory— 
it is far from being the only comfort left to old 
age. The certainty of a near approach to that 
season of life, when the sufferings and the joys 
of time will become alike the subjects of indif- 
ference, is often attended with that kind of illu- 
mination which sheds a holy radiance over the 
land of darkness, and the shadow of death.— 
This is one of those seasons in which chris- 
tianity is dowbly dear, For by christianity a- 
lone, is “life and immortality brought to light.” 
And the grey headed will bear witness, that as 
the sun of life goes down, and death draws 
near, that it is then, the gospel doctrine of a 
future life imparts strength, and fortitude, and 
resignation,—stays and supports them, and en- 
ables them to meet the destiny of all mortality 
with cheerfulness and joy. 

In the midst of pains—they have the assur- 
ance ihat “pain shall cease”—In sorrow, they 
behold the coming day when “tears shall be 
wiped from ali faces’’-——In the moment of ago- 
ny and dissolution—they cry—a few more 
struggles and afflictions, and all these mortal 
scenes shall pass away—and in the ardency of 
hope they exclaim——“ I know that my redeem- 
er liveth—and because he lives we shall live 
also,—and death shall be no more—thanks be 
to God who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 8. 


ce a 
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‘*] AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 


SIN NOT INFINITE. 


There are some reasons for the infinity of sin, which 
have a plausible appearance, but they would not so 
appear if those reasons were more fully examined. To 
say that sin is infinite because it is committed agaiast 
an infinite God, is a plausible argument; but when 
this is said, we have only made a beginning in the ar- 
gument; for althongh God be infinite, and although 
sin be committed against God, yet man, whose under- 
standing is very limited, can have but limited concep- 
tions of that which is infinite. How small a portio® 
is heard of him, (God) even the thunder of his pow- 
er no man can understand. Who, by searching, can 
find out God or the Almighty unto perfection ? Cer- 
tainly no one can do it. ‘The infinite greatness or 
glory of God is that of which 10 man can conceive.— 
The extent of our understandings must be the extent 
of our sinning power ; and as the former is very lim- 
ited so must the latter be. Hence, though God be in- 
finite, and sin be committed against him by man,- yet 
man’s sin in this case is no greater than his views of 
God are. 

The argument is exactly the same in relation to the 
law of God. This law is said to be infinite. Grant- 
ing that it is infinite, still how great a portion of this 
infinite law does man understand ? Avs. It is but a ve- 
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ry small portion of it. That, which he knows, is but 
as a shadow of the great reality. His knowledge is 
very limited and finite ; so is his sin when he counter- 
acts this law. The greater our knowledge of God and 
his Jaw, the greater our sin in its violation. Thus gos- 
pel sinners are guilty in an higher degree, than the 
heathen can be; the reason is, they know more or 
have greater light. To make this still plainer, if 
possible, we will begin with the human creature, who 
has no knowledge of God’s law, (whether this creat re 
bean infant or an idiot.) We have proved in the 
treatise on infantile depravity, that such human beings 
cannot commit sin; that they are without law, and con- 
sequently, without transgression, Now we will sup- 
pose that a person posséssing one degree of knowledge 
only ; his sin (ifhe transgresses the law) will have 
one degree of aggravation only; he who has two de- 
grees of knowledge will (in case of delinquency) have 
two degrees of aggravation, and so on; the sin and 
aggravation of this person increasing in proportion as 
his knowledge increases. Now, (according to this 
rule) we must suppose that a person is possessed of 
infinite knowledge, where we impute to him infinite 
sin. But such knowledge is found only with God; 
of this infinite knowledge the highest angel falls infi- 
nitely short. 

Thus man’s sin cannot, with justice, be called infi- 
nite. But here it will be necessary to explain what 
we must understand by degrees of sin, or what those 
mean who say it is infinite. Do they mean that it is 
infinite in magnitude so as to fill immensity? I ques- 
tion whether any stickler for the infinity of sin would 
be willing to acknowledge this. Do they mean by its 
infinity that it equals or exceeds the immensity of di- 
vine love or grace? I think that they will not contend 
for this, because where sin has abounded, let it be 
where it may, or in whomsocver it may, or to whatso- 
ever degree; where sin abounded, grace has much 
more abounded. Now how can any person say of sin, 
that it is infinite, when in every place, and inthe chil- 
dren of men it is much more exceeded by grace ? Do 
they mean by the infinity. of sin, its endless duration ? 
This cannot be supported, because we are expressly 
informed that sin is to be ended, and transgression fin- 
ished and everlasting righteousness introduced. In- 
deed all the declarations of the reconciliation of every 
creature in heaven and earth, and the genuflection or 
bending of every knee, and the banishment of sin, 
pain and sorrows; when there shall be no more sin, 
sorrow nor crying, and when all things shall become 
new ; I say all these declarations, with a vast variety 
of others not recited, convince me, and ought, I think, 
to convince every person, that sin will not be endless 
in its duration. 

Do they mean by the infinity of sin, that he who 
commits sin, deserves and will be punished with end- 
less misery, maleing infinity in the case of punishment 
to consist in infinite duration ? I know thatI now am 
speaking of the consequence of sin, and not of sin it- 
self; but they have compelled me to this measure, by 
bringing punishment infinite or endless in duration, as 
a proof that sinitself is infinite. ‘This must fall I am 
wel] persuaded, with their other refuges. If the doc- 
trine of endless punishment, or that which is infinite 





in duration be true, there must be some foundation for 
it, obvious to the understanding and incontrovertible 
in its testimony. It is a point of doctrine of such im- 
portance to our present tranquility, and is so contrary 
tothat from which every creature would desire to be 
delivered, that a candid examination of it, so far as the 
present subject renders it necessary, seems to be our 
duty. Our opponents say, that sin is proved to be in- 
finite, because it is followed by a punishment ‘infinite 
in duration.. [ ask, inthe first place, whether God ev- 
er threatened such a punishment? If he has threatens 
ed endless punishment for sin, whether it can be dis- 
pensed with consistently with truth ? Ifthere be such 
a positive threatening, the dispensing with which is pro- 
hibited by truth, where can grace or the gospel have 
any seat? If there be such a threatening against sin, 
and truth holds her ground, will not thé consequence 
be the inevitable, endless misery of all who have sin- 
ned? Lf such be the circumstance attending these que- 
ries, and if the result must be the inevitable, certain 
and endless damnation of all sinners without excep- 
tion; it is adeception to talk of grace, it is. misrepre- 
senting God to talk of his love; it is changing his 
truth into a lie,to talk of his forgiveness, and itis con- 
tradicting our own pretended belief in such a threaten- 
ing, when we say that we hope in his mercy. I con- 
tend, that God never made such a threateningto Adam 
or any of his posterity, at any time or age of the world. 
The pretension, that Christ suffered that, which was 
adequate to the threatened vengeance avails nothing. 
If tuere be such a threatening, it was against man as 
sinful, not against Christ who was innocent ? and if 
endless misery was threatened against Adam if he 
transgressed, and so against hig posterity sinning in 
him and falling with him in his first transgression ; 
there is no way revealed to us how man can escape 
endless misery, and the Almighty remain true to his 
word. Therefore as I believe that God is truth, that 
all his ways are perfect and that it is he in whom there 
is not a shadow of change ; a being who cannot lie nor 
deny himself; so it appears that no such threatening 
was ever made. 

4That which is termed a threatening, is no threaten- 
ing as I understand it ; it was o pre-monition or warn- 
ing to Adam not to eat ofa certain fruit, the conse- 
quence of which would be disagreeable. A father 
warns his child against the fire; if, says he, you put 
your hand into the fire you will be burned. This isno 
threatening. So God says to Adam, if you eat ofthe 
tree which I have forbidden, ye shall die; this was no 
threatening ; but the death took place immediately on 
that very day. This was not the death of the body, 
nor eternal death or endjess misery; but it was the 
death of guilt, of shame and fear. God did not threat- 
en Adam with guilt and shame, but showed him that 
they would follow as a consequence of transgression. 

The promise immediately made, that the seed of 
the woman should bruise the serpent’s head, shews 
that no threatening of eternal death was meant or in- 
tended. Here, and at this time, if ever endless mise- 
ry was to be threatened, we ought to expectit; but so 
far from it, that instead of the threatening of endless 
misery, there is the proclamation of eternal peace.—g, 
Here was the beginning of sin, and here was the bex. 
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ginning of the manifestation of eternal, unchangeable 
love. True it was, that Adam brought guilt‘and a train 
of temporal evils upon himself )by his transgression, 
but not temporal nor eternal death. I find no where 
in the bible a threatening of endless misery, and if 
there were, grace or mercy would be rendered impos. 
sible, unless God denied himself. I then say, that sin 
is not proved to be infinite from a punishment infinite 
in duration, either threatened or inflicted, for no such 
thing is or can be proved, but the contrary is undénia- 
ble. 

We grant, notwithstanding, that God threatens man 
with temporal calamities, such as the destruction of 
cities, of persons, with droughf, famine, pestilence, 
&e &c. (which are brought about by natural causes) 
but never threatened endless misery. Thus we have 
considered sin and find it not to be infinite in magni- 
tude.so as to fill immensity ; it does not equal or ex- 
ceed the immensity of divine grace, for grace supera- 
bounds it : It is notinfinite by continuing to an end- 
less duration, for it will be finished or destroyed : It is 
not infinite, by being followed with a punishment in- 
finite in duration. 

REMARKS. 

Sin, as an infinite will, I doubt not has been socon- 
sidered from a sense which many have bad of the 
plague of their own hearts and the consequent sense 
oftheir great unworthiness ; being incomprehensible to 
themselves, they have called it infinite. Some have in- 
considerately termed it infinite from the incalculable 
evils which have marked its progress in the world, and 
millions have thought it to be. infinite, because they 
have been taught that sin} the devil and hell, or mise- 
ry, would remain tw an infisite duration. 

The Romish Clergy have always preached the in- 
finitude of sin and the consequent infinite duration of 
its punishment. This policy is apparent, and the ef- 
fects are notorious. All the world have believed it 
and have wondered after this beastly doctrine. Most 
men seem to be inclined to magnify evil beyond its 
bounds or proper limits, (for it has bounds set io it) 
and to reduce goodness and mercy to limits, when it is 
evident they have none. Where sin abounded, grace 
Sin is not lessened from its 
, just demerit by being considered finite, but appears in 

‘all its native deformity and ugliness as an evil exceed- 
“ingly great and dreadful: but the truth is glorious, that 
God is above it, does control it, and will, ev entually 
estroy it. This wrath of man shall work his praise, 
the remainder he will restrain. Good will be brought 
out of this evil; light out of this darkness; order out 
of this confusion, and songs of joy and victory from 
every human tongue will, in God’s temple, be sung for 
redeeming grace. TT. G. 
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“YOUNG MEN’S TRACT SOCIETY.” 

A friend has kindly forwarded to us a sheet of letter 
paper, on one side of which is printed a ‘‘ Constitution 
of a Tract Society, auxiliary to the Young Men’s Tract 
Society of the village of Buffalo.” From the appear- 
"nce of the shect we conclude it is designed to send 












































































forth, as a Circular, to all and singular who can be 
persuaded to become tributaries to thé young men’s 
‘**Mother Socicty,’’ in this village. 

We have given the reader a description of the ex+ 
ternal appearance of the aforesaid constitution; and 
now we shall undertake to set forth the intrinsick, in- 
ternal and obvious value of it; and its bearing upon 
matters and things in general. 

Who the members of the ‘‘ Young Men’s Tract So- 
ciety of the village of Buffalo,” are, we know not: and 
therefore we cannot be justly charged with dealing in 
personalities while writing on the subject. Nor have 
we ever known that such a society existed, until the 
‘constitution,’ under examination was put into our 
hands, Neither do we belicve, that a society of that 
name, has ever been known to the citizens of this vil- 
lage generally. -Hence, we have a mght to conclude 
that the pompous display of the ‘ constitution”’ of an 
‘‘auxiliary society,” is designed to dupe community, 
by making people ata distance believe that ‘‘ some 
great thing” is in operation here, and thereby induce 
them to become auxiliary to a certain something which 
exists only in the imagination, or is made up of a very 
few at most; and is in danger of receiving its death 
blow from its own obscurity. The fact is, since the 
Legislature of this state laid their hands on Mr. Yates 
and his tracts, it has been -yuite difficult to obtain vent » 
for the simple fabrications which were about to be 
forced upon us by a tool of the clergy ; and therefore 
it has become necessary to resort to other means to 
palm them off upon the publick. We do not mean to 
bestow unqualified censure upon the young gentlemen 
who have caused the ‘“ constitution” to be printed ; 
they have a perfect right to their own opinions, and 
we have an undoubted right to express ours. In the 
exercise of this rigit, we shall briefly notice the more 
important and interesting parts of the said constitution. 

“‘ Articte I. This Society shall be called « The 
Auxiliary ‘T'ract Society of ; the object of which 
shall be to promote the interest of Evangelical Re- 
ligion and sound morality in this vicinity, by the cir- 
culation of Religious Tracts; and to aid the American 
Tract Society, instituted at New-York, in 1825, in ex- 
tending its operations in destitute parts of the United 
States, and other countries.” 

The promotion of Evangelical Religion and sound 
morality is certainly to be desired above all things ; but 
mankind disagree very much in their opinions of what 
evangelical religion is, Some suppose it consists in 
being engaged in begging money to pay for tracts, and 
to educate “‘evangelical’’ ministers, &c.; but an emi- 
nent apostle was of the opinion that pure and undefiled 
religion consisted in visiting the widows and fatherless 
in their afflictions, &c. Perhaps the young gentlemen 
are disposed to comply with the apostle’s directions, 
and are about to visit the “ widow and fatherless” to 
obtain a portion of their earnings with which “ to aid 
the American Tract Society.’’ But we can hardly be - 
lieve that the inspired peaman had reference to a tract 
society when he recorded his opinion of pure and un. 
defiled religion. If we mistake not, there is a wide 
difference between begging money of the poor to edu, 
cate indolent priests, atid visitiog the poor with a view 
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to alleviate their distresses! We have nothing to say 
against societies; whose object is to help the poor; but 
it is impossible ta find any thing to commend in asso- 
ciations designed to “aid the American (a great name 
by the by) Tract Society! !’’ But we arg told that the 
object of this Society shull be to promote “ evangeli- 
cal religion, and sound morality ;”” and we are bound 
to believe such to be the fact until proof to the con- 
trary can be found. This, however, is presented ia 
the 7th article of the “constitution,” from which we 
extract the following: ‘They shall fill their own va- 
cancies, and enact their own By-Laws; shall enconr- 
age the circulation of the American Tract Magazine 
and the Christian Almanack,” &c. 

Here we have the “ evangelicaFreligion and sound 
morality” of this society, expressed in language too 
plain to be misunderstood. What is it? It isnot the 
religion which consists in doing deeds of kindness and 
mercy to the poor, the suffering widow, the fatherless 
child, or the lonely orphan; not the religion of God, 
of Christ, or of the apostles: but that kind of religion 
which consists in encouraging ‘* the circulation of the 
American Tract Magazine and the CHRISTIAN AL- 
MANACK !!!” This:is religion and sound morality 
with a vengeance! And do the young men of Buffalo 
suppose that they will find fools enough in the adjacent 
, towns to render them any great service in imposing 
this kind of religion upon community? If they do, 
we are wofully mistake. Those young gentlemen 
who ‘know what it is ‘to wield the axe, and hold the 
plough, wili never give their money to aid these dan- 
dy speculators. They know better than to stand still 


and permit the Buffalo Tract Society to cram a ehris- 
tian Almanack down their throats and call it ‘religion 
and sound morality !” 

‘But this Christian Almanack deserves a little more 


attention. The one for 1826, has been noticed by a 
correspondent, in the 4th vol. of this paper, (and as 
the sale of the thing was somewhat retarded by an ex- 
posure of a certain story therein contained, we suppose 
the Tract Society intend circulating those remaining on 
hand,) to which we desire the attention of the reader. 
The story was related by Dr. Milnor of New-York, 
and amounts to this :—That some tract pedlar near 
Philadelphia, threw a tract into a garden, which was 
picked up by a woman, (who supposed it was brought 


there by some supernatural means, ) and read it, and at | 
length she became greatly alarmed, and at last piep | 


in consequence of reading the tract! ‘This foolish 


tale is to be found in the christin Almanack, which is ! 


to be encouraged by the societies auxiliary to the 
Young men’s tract society of Buffalo, the members of 
which promise to aid the interests of evangelical reli- 
gion, and sound morality, &c. Now the truth is the 
narrator of the foolish story, Dr. Milnor, was called, 
upon to clear his skirts of the charge of lying, but fail- 
ed todo so; pains were taken to write to Philadelphia 
to find out wheiher any such cireumstance ever trans- 
pired in that vicimty ; and after all it turned out to be 
a palpable ratsEnoop ! 

We have neither time nor inclination to enter into 
particulars; but shall conclude with a few general re- 
marks, 


Societies whose ubject it is to do goed, are worthy 
of encouragement; and they will receive the necessa- 
ry aid from the religious and moral part of community. 
But those associations-which are designed to’perpetu- 

ate the falling schemes of the day, and extend the cir 
| culation of error and falsehood, cannot be discarded 
too soon. That tract societies of the kind proposed, 
| cannot do good, is as evident as it is that the tracte 
circulated by such societies, are frequently fictitious, 
and often false. We could enumerate many which 
| have been issued by the American Tract society, and 
| others.of the kind, which are filled with simple stories 
| too evidently ‘* made up of the whole cloth,” to be be- 
lieved, and too palpab!y false to require a refutation. 
These things, (for they deserve no better name, ) are 
put into the hands of children, and cannot fail of im- 
planting in their tendér minds the most pernicious i- 
| deas imaginable. Let such as make those tracts 
confire themselves to facts, and we have nothing'to 
| say against them; but so long as they persist in palm- 
ing off upon community, fiction, under the garb of “e-— 
| yangelical religion and sound morality,’ so long we 
feel it to be aduty to raise our hands against these pro- 
ceedings. 

Another thing which deserves animadversion, is the 
means resorted to, to circulate these tracts. The poor 
and destitute are often laid under contribution to de- 
fray the expenses of such societies, which’ are some- 
times extravagant and therefore unwarrantable. If 
those who make these tracts are influenced by good 
motives, let them expend their ‘ heaps of shining dust’ 
in paying the expense. . Dr. Spring, of New York, we 
are informed, although he is paid about $3,500 a year 
for preaching, refused to pay $10 which bis aged mo- 
ther had subscribed for some purpose of this kind...... 
And we learn from observation and facts, that those 
who move the great machine of orthodoxy, are the 
last to give of their substance to pay the expense, 
| Take this Buffalo socicty for an example. It isinstitu- 
| ted to aid the National Society and receives in return 
| tracts by the quantity. But from what source does this 

society obtain the means of aiding the great National 
| establishment! Ans. From its auxiliaries, Theswe 
| Jearn from the 3d Art. of the Constitution. It says; 
‘*One fourth part of the annual receipts of the society 
(i. e. the auxiliary) deducting the necessary incident? 
' al expenses, shall be transmitted to the treasury of the™ 
young men’s tract society of the village of Buffalo.” 


and the National society will (probably) take care of 
the cash ! 

We conclude, by requesting all our young friends 
who are resorted to for aid in buying christian alman- 
acks, &c. for their neighbors, to save their money te 
purchase useful books for themselves; or if they have 
any to spare, to expend it in doing good to suffering 
widows and fatherless children, E. 

o> 

The “ selected”’ articles furnished us by our estee. 
med brother in Marcellas, will appear in the next 
number of the Advocate. 

Our brethren, generally, who have talents and leis- 
ure, will oblige us very much by contributing to our 
columns. 








Thus, then, the auxiliary societies bear the burthen, me, Rs 
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MISCELLANY. 
‘* Prompt to improve and to invite, 
“ We blend instruction with delight.” 





FEMALE EDUCATION. 


[From the Vermont Chronicle.] 


abiaeth always in my house, and provideth me 
with all things. 

8. And Abraham’s zeal was kindled against 
the man, and he rose, and fell upon him, and 
drove him forth with blows into the wilder- 
ness, 

9. And God called unto Abraham, saying, 





« She has finished her education,” said my 
friend, Finished her education ! said I—just 
as though a young lady’s education was a stock- 
ing, or rather a bonnet, and now it was to be 


placed in the band-box, to be displayed to visi- | 


tors, and worn only on set occasions. Mr, E- 
ditor, I protest against the doing up, and fin- 
ishing off a young lady’s education with her 


teens—just at that time, when she begins, if, 


-she ever does begin, to think. A young man 
has just acquired at one-and-twenty, the ele- 
ments of education, and is prepared to study 
advantageously according to his own discretion; 
but a young lady has done—finished—the cir- 
cle of her sciences is complete ; and she is rea- 
dy for any station in life, that may be thrown 
in her way. Now, why, in the name of com- 
Mon sense, may not a woman think ; and ifshe 
may think; why may she not study, and ac- 
quire profitable food for thought. 

There is a lady, of whom I have some knowl- 
edge, that “ finished her education,” by leaving 
peculiarly good advantages at an early age.— 
She is now a wife and mother of six children, 
She plays well upon the Piano—sings sweetly 
—dances elegantly—is very polite, &c. &c.d@ec. 
but her husband must, and actually does, put 
all the children to bed, and takes the care of 
them through the night ; and as for her table—the 
bread is execrable, to one that has ever visited 
his grand-mother’s pantry ; and her coffee—O! 
her coffee ! it would cost her head, if the very 
scent of it reached the Grand Turk’s palace— 
nd yet the lady has a “ finished education.” 

: 8 Qo 
PARABLE AGAINST PERSECUTION. 
1, “ And it came to pass, after these things, 
hat Abraham sat in the door of his tent, about 
going down of the sun. 

. And behold, a man bent with age, coming 
mthe way of the wilderness, leaning on a 
$3. And Abraham rose and met him, and said 

unto him, Turn in, I pray the, and wash thy 
feet, and tarry all night; and thou shalt arise 
early in the morning, and go on thy way. 

4; And the man said nay, for I will abide 
under this tree, 

5. But Abraham pressed him greatly ;' so he 

went into the tent; and Abraham baked un- 
Jeavened bread and they did eat. 
’ 6, And Abraham saw the man biessed not 
God, he said unto him, wherefore dost thou not 
worship the most high God, Creator of heaven 
and earth ? 

7. And the answered and said, I do not 
worship thy God, neither do I call upon his 
name: for I have made to myself a god which 


Abraham where is the stranger ? 

10. And Abraham answered and said, Lord, 
| he would not worship thee, neither would he 
, call upon thy name, therefore have | driven 
him out from before my face into the wilder- 
ness. 

11. And God said, have I borne with him 
these hundred and ninety and eight years, and 
nourished him, and clothed him, notwithstand- 
ing his rebellion againt me, and couldst not 
thou, who art thyself a sinner, bear with him 
one night ? 

12. And Abraham said, Let not the anger 
of my Lord wax hot against his servant ; lo, I 
have sinned, forgive me, I pray thee, 

13. And Abraham arose, and went forth in- 
to the wilderness, and diligently sought for the 
man, and found him, and returned with him to 
the tent ; and when he had entreated him kind- 
ly, he sent him away on the morrow with gifts, 

14. And God spake again unto Abraham, 
saying, For this thy sin thy seed shall be af- 
flicted four hundred years in a strange land. 

15. But for thy repentance, will I deliver 
them, and they shall come forth with power, 
and with gladness of heart, and with much sub- 
stance.”—Dr, Franklin. : 


<n e See 
(Selected for the Gospel Advocate.) _ 
ADMONITION. 
The baptismal admonition of the Hindoo, is 
as impressive to the bystanders, as it is beau- 


tiful. Little babe....thou entered the world 
weeping, while all around you smiled; con- 
trive so to live that you may depart in smiles, 
while all around you weep.” 


PROSCRIBED PATRIOTS, 

An orthodox Deacon gave it as his opinion 
that neither Washington nor Franklin were 
saved! I have no evidence, said this staunch 
admirer of John Calvin, that either of them ev- 
er experienced the special irresistible grace of 
God!! Probably this Deacon was not alone 
in this.orthodox opinion. These illustrious 
men, if alive, would set their faces against mo- 
dern crusaders. If Washington and Franklin 
were sent to Tartarus, who then can be saved ? 
Our Calvinistic brethren are requested to in- 
form us of the fate of lords North, Howe, and 
Cornwallis? The latter lord may claim some 
kindred with our crusaders as he was a friend 
of Missions. He led an army of red coated 
whiskered Missionaries into Rindostan! ! 

A method this pious lord finds, 
Which ne’er had occurred to your dull wits, 
Ofmaking sky-lights to their minds, 
By boring their bodies with bullets. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 
FOREIGN ITEMS. 

E. Clark, Esq. \ate a merchant in the West Indies 
shot himselflast Decemberin London, in consequence 
of being diseased with an incurable asthma! An aw- 
ful, but yet a prompt and sure remedy for that distres- 
sing disorder! 

8 Bow 

The artificial works at Rome, constituting the Cas- 
eades of Tivoli, have all been swept away by the win- 
ter: torrents. 

— OB ew 

The Chevalier Courtoys. Spanish minister to the Pa- 
pal Court, lately died at Rome. The chevalier was 
an Englishman. He directed his heart to be embalm- 
ed and sent to Spain ! 

~e- = 

The Marquis of Hastings, who was engaged in the 
war of ’76, between England and America, under the 
title of Lord Rawdon; and subsequently governor-ge- 
neral of India, and also Governor of Malta; died, on 
board the Revenge, in the Bay of Naples, on the 23d 
of Nov. last. His lordship was constable ofthe tower 
of London, to which situation the duke of Wellington 
succeeds. A very singular request of his lordship was 
complied with. He desired after his decease, to have 
his right hand cut off, and to be preserved until the de- 
cease of his wife, when it was to be entombed in her 
coffin ! 


There is a new projet of a law, about to be put in 
force in France, still further restraining the liberty of 
the press. 

Spain.—The state of society in this wretched coun- 
try, is indeed shocking. | Security of persons or effects 
is not reckoned upon. Almost every cloak conceals a 


dagger ! 


~o— 

Paper was originally made of cotton, for books and 
other writings, (books were then written, ) as long a- 
go as the year 1102—bat which was so spungy, that 
Frederick 1. of Sicily ordered that all securities should 
be written on parchment. 

pomeEstic.—On the 16th ult. a stage with 4 horses, 
in attempting to cross Big Elk Creek, Maryland, were 
swept away: the horses drowned, the stage tore in 
pieces, but the driver, and the mail-guard, saved their 
lives. The mails were recovered. 

The Greeks.—The ship Chancellor, will have sailed 
for Greece, from New York, abvut the Ist instant, in 
charge of a competent agent, and burthened with the 
most precious of all commodities, a cargo of charities; 
fresh springing from the benevolent in Ametica to the 
distressed and suffering Grecians. It will be recollec- 
ted that some three years since, donations to the a- 
mount of about $50,000, were collected at New York 
and elsewherey and remitted to Greece, which was 
thankfully received and ucknowledged. On the pres- 
ent instance, the probability is, that in money, cloth- 
ing and provisions, an aggregate, equal to the former 
donations, will be Sbtained andtransmitted. In many 
parts of the country, Greek meetings are spiritedly get- 


‘fing up. 





Poetic Department. 
Oyen 
CREATION. 
From the Philadelphia Casket. 
Behold Creation’s vast extent, 
The earth, the flowing seas, and sky, 
How great, how kind, the God who sent 
hese charms to feast the mortal eye. 


With rapture do we gaze around, 
And all thy beauteous blessings view, 
And far and near thy works are found 
Endless, pleasing, ever new, 


Who can doubt thy gracious name, 
Doubt thy power, above, below; 

Doubt a suffering Jesus came, 
Mortals to save from sin and woe. 


Doubt that by thy sovereign hand, 
All the glowing planets move ; 
Doubt each blessing we command 

Proofs of thy eternal love, 


All, all, superior God are thine, 
All await thy kind controul ; 
Nature proves thy power divine, 

Eternal, yes, from pole to pole. 


Hail, immortal Spirit, hail, 
O’er us still let mercy fail; 
Though to own thee, thousands fuil, 
Millions claim thee Gop or Att. 


BXTRACT. 
Oh ! ’tis agony to see the eye 
Which once hath wept in sorrow for our sadness, 
Which told of constancy that could not die, 
And beam’d upon us in its joy and gladness, 
With cold indiffernce pass us by : 
"Tis this which stings the feeling soul to madness. 











MARRIED.—In this village, on the 15th inst. by 
Crawford, Mr. F’. Barns, to Miss Deroxdlana Webstey 


DIED—At Pittsfield, Ms. Thomas 


R. Gold, Esq. 

At St. Croix, Maj. Gen|. Adrian Benjaman Von Bent 
yon, Gov. Gen. ofthe Danish West Islands. 

In Providence, Samuel W. Cotton, formerly ofthis town. 

In Gerry, John Cleland, a soldier of the revolution, 

In Troy, Hon. James Mallory, late member of the senate 
of this state, 
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